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Start with the End in mind 

With that said this is how we should think in 

all aspects in life. Getting a job and working 

towards retiring, building a business, simple as 

going on vacation, once you point to the map 

and find that perfect location you found the end point. Then there’s all 

the details of when and how you are getting there, like drive, fly, ride a 

train or just a short “staycation” in the backyard all the details need to 

be planned out. How long will you be away? What about pet’s, chores 

that need attending to. Who will be picking up the mail, checking in on 

the house? See how this works? Start with the end and work 

backwards. Finally the day arrives and you’re at your favorite spot, 

smell the smells, see the sights and hear the special sounds and the 

special feeling you have for arriving and now relaxing. Go ahead close 

your eyes and paint a mental picture and put the feelings into it, sight, 

sound and smells. Are you relaxed? 

Ok what’s this have to do with pond building? Start with the End in 

mind. A pond once finished starts a long process by turning back into 

the grassy field it once was. Hopefully it takes a long time but will 

evolve back to what it once was a grassy meadow or field. Here’s the 

good news, starting with the end in mind we can slow the process down 

and even reverse the process of existing ponds. 

Not only does nature have an end 

in mind but you should as well. 

Why are you building a pond? 

Water supply, recreation, fishing, 

what type of fish, attract 

wildlife, swimming, a deck on the 

pond, a place to relax or all of 

these reasons? Each of the 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q_A3JAdPjuI
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q_A3JAdPjuI
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reasons listed have their own unique aspect in building a pond like a 

swimming area needs to have a gradual grade, fish need habitat to 

survive and grow. If we want all of this from our pond then we must 

help our pond survive by remembering what is in store at the end. The 

only way to do this is by aeration.  

Like we started above over time the pond will revert back to its origin 

by filling itself in. To prevent this from happening we need to aerate 

the pond water and keep it moving.  Now there is over a two hour 

workshop plus extras on aeration that you can check out at My Pond 

Aeration for the video workshop. Back to the end in mind and pond 

aeration, there are a couple ways to aerate the pond. 

First is by fountain where water is pumped up and out to a display of 

your choice and splashed back into the pond. This action allows the 

water from deep in the pond to be exposed to the atmosphere 

where the bad chemicals and gasses can leave and oxygen be 

introduced to the pond depths from the circulation. 

Second is bottom diffused aeration where an oil less air 

compressor is above the pond and pushes air to the bottom of 

the pond to a diffuser where the air bubbles rising to the top 

to lift the water to release the bad chemicals and gasses. 

Once released the water is rotated back to the bottom again 

creating the circulation. 

Starting with the end in mind we’ll want to figure out what type of 

aeration we prefer and bring up another point about the pond shape. 

Building a round or semi round would be cheaper to aerate than a pond 

with an island or long oval shape. With the round type pond you would 

only need one source of aeration (per acre), but having an island, large 

oval or a peninsula will require 2 or more aeration units. Already own a 

pond? Check out the Pond Management page and follow the 

instructions. 

http://www.mypondaeration.com/
http://www.mypondaeration.com/
http://whatpond.com/pond-management

